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our years have elapsed and it seems

like just a batting of an eyelid
Ephraim Shoham and his wife Ariels are
packing their bags and memories from
Toronto on their way back to Ismael as
Ephraim completes i tenure as iraeli
commerce attaché in Canada, a position
that bas left an indelible mark on the
tightening economic fies between both
‘The position of commerce attacké suited
Ephraim, born in Tel Aviv and bolding an
MBA from the US, perfectly. in light of
bis backeround, experience, and fraining
over many years. During b military ser-
vice in the IDF, Epbraim, 2 retired lieo-
tenant-colonel, was iavolved in research
and development projects in the Lracli
minisiry of defense, which paved bis
way info the fild of reciprocal procure-
ment following bis retirement from the
IDE. Befueen 1990 and 1994 Epbraim
served as head of the delegation of the
industrial cooperation authority in Norta
America. The focus of his actvity was i
New York City, where he was responsible
for dealing with American and Canadian
companies selling equipment and wares
tolsrael. Between 1996 and 2000 he was
‘promoted to the influential posiion of di-
fector general of the indusiril cooper-
tion authority in Iscael. In 2003 he won
the tender for Israel's commerce attaché
in Canads. Ephraim Shobam will be re-
placed this coming August by Jonathan
Levi, a member of the ministry of trade
and industry, and a former commerce at-
tache to Austria

Exports from Lsracl are
constandly expanding

‘The primary role of 2 commerce attaché
s to develop markets for Lsrael prodicts
in Canads, bring Canadin investments
to Tirael, and sssit in forging yielding
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parmerships beginning with
R&D, joint production and
concluding with marketing
the products or technology
Shohams residence was 1
Toronto, the economic capital
city of Canada, from where
he supervised a sub-office in
Montreal. The balance of his
tenure is highly impressive
and he has been instrumental
imimproving the trade balence
between Canada and Irael. In
2006 sracl's overall exports to
Cansda were worth 582 mil-
lion US dollars, to which we
‘st add another 200 million
dollar worth of Lsreeli prod-
uets exported via the US, and
Ioracli investments estimated
atbetween halfa billion to one:
billion dollars in_Canadian
real estate. Tn 2003, the year
Ephraim began bis temire
Iorscli exports to Camada
reached 326 million US dol-
lars. Tsrseli exports, one can
see. have grown considerably within
three years.

In & valedictory interview to “Shalom
Toronto” at a Thormbhill restaurant,
Epbrsim Shoham stresses that the
Cansdian market is immense, and there
is huge scope for increasing Lracli ex-
ports to one billion or one and a half
billion dollars a year. Currently, Tszzel
exports to Canada a variety of products
and services: bi-tech, food, medicine,
‘medical equipment, furniture, software,
‘mechanical parts, aifcraft parts, sect.
ity products, ete. Ephraim bas fith in
the Canadion market and the in abil-
ity to market it o sraeli companies that
naturally seek business opportunites,
first and foremost in the US. His inten.
sive marketing Job over the past four
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‘years has yielded positive resuls. “Every
day” Ephraim says, “we receive at least
one application from an Isracli company
wishing to receive help to find an fnves-
tor, partner, and! or distributor or agent
with proven ties, capable of promofing.
commercial enterprises.

Tsracli products on Canadian shelves
The position of commerce attache re-
qires creativity, patience, and persever-
ance. These trais, that Ephaiim possesses
abundantly, together with the many ties
he bas in irael and Canada, helped him
establish the right contacts, and enabled
the exposure of Iracli prodiets and cor-
panies i the Canadian marke. I formed.
ies with Ron Stern, a Canadian industrc
alist, after [ identified that he was seck-
ing to invest in Tsrael water related tech-
nologies. T convinced him to bold busi-
ness meetings during his viit to Israe,
‘and T brought together the then trade and.
industry minister, Ebud Olmert, and the
chairman of the Isracli nationsl water
‘company, Mekorot. This vist yielded an
investment of several million dollars in
2 greenhouse in Zemach that develops
advanced water technology products”,
Epbraim adds.
nd this is only one of many examples.
A breakthrough was recently achieved
with two leading Canadian retailers: Bay
and Zellers. Personal acquaintanceship
with Jerry Ziucker, the America propri-
etor of these two retailers was the key to
opening doors and meeting the semior
procurement mangers, and introducing
them to Tsracli products sold to compet-
ing retaiers. Presently, there are negotia-
tions betuween seven Tsrselli companies

Ephraim Shoham Sums Up his Tenure
Exports from Israel have doubled in three years

Ephraim Shoham is ending his tenure this summer as Israeli commerce attaché
in Canada, a key position in strengthening economic ties between the two states.
Chief among his achievements: doubling exports from Israel to Canada, open-
ing doors for Israeli industry, and raising investments for development in Israel.

concerning procurement of Israel prod-
uets. A considerable achievement has
been accomplished in contacts with the
Rexall and Pharma Plus drugstore retail
chains, comprising 1800 outlets in North
America. Followng lengthily contacts
and meetings Ephrzim held at company
headguarters in Edmoston, the ground
Bas been set for negotistions with eight
Tosaelicompanies which bas already
yielded an agreement to puschase cos-
‘metics from an Isracli cosmetics firm for
one million dollars, which may grow to 5
million dollars in the next few years.

Ties Ephraim established with associ-
ates of billionaire Gerald Schwartz, who
owns air travel and electronics compa-
mies paved the way to initiate contacts
with such firms in the US and Canada,
and initial deals. In 2006 his efforts
wis-a-vis Bombardier, a Montreal air-
craft manufacturer, were crowned with
success. A delegation of several Israeli
companies came to Canada for 2 meet-
ing with the procurement managers of
the company, seeking out opportuities
for Lsrael export. Bombardier has initi-
ated negotiations with three Lsrael com-
panies. Bombardier' railway division is
also looking for Israels suppliers, via the
Tsracli commerce attache.

Shortly in Toronto: Isracli sausage
There is also good news for Israels who
prefer holy land sausage meat. A delega-
tion from the Canadian veterizary ser-
vice recently visited Iszsel, via the good
services of the commerce attache, and
examined the processing of the meat.
Eight manufactures received Canadian
approval. and from 2008 one can expect
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to Canada. Accompanying the meat is
also wine. Ephraim put bis weight be-
bind the initiative fo promote lsracli
wine,which has won accolades through-
out the world, Canada included. His o
erational plan was akin to oceupying @
target in bis days in the IDF armored
corps. was set: extricating
Lirael wine from the ghetto of kosher
wine and marketing it 2s any other wine
o the quality wine loving Canadian
general public. His lobbying efforts
convinced the LCBO chain puschasers
‘o visit Israeli wineries and partcipate
in 2 wine assembly. At the same time
Ephraim did groundwork with leading
Canadian joumalists who covered the
topic of Isaeli wine and partock in the
public relations campaign. The achieve-
ments: in September 2006, on the day
paiament reconvened, an lsracl wine
fasting event was Leld, under the aus-
pices of the Canadien Israeli Committee
(CIC) attended by 250 people, amon;
them parliament and cabinet members
The distinguished guests sipped iraeli
wine, and munched on Israel olives and
erackers, beside Canadian cheeses, thus
giving the Tsrael products favorable me-
dia exposure. Three weeks ago the com-
merce attache helped organize a weekend
sale of srael wines atthe leading LCBO
Rosedale store. Eight Lsracli wineries
pasticipating in the sale sold wines worth
thousands of dollar
‘Cooperation on security
‘The 2010 wiater Olympics in Vancouver,
an exceptionl opporunity for economic
eooperstion, did not elude Ephraim’s at
tention. After arduous groundviork and
meticulous culfivation at the federal and
proviacial levels, Ephraim was able to
establish ties with five Camadian co
panies specializing in_ security, which
were willig to join Israeli companies
‘manufacturing innovative securiy prod-

uets, and compete with them for the ten-
ders in the field of security in the winter
Olympics. Last year the commerce atta-
che organized 2 well publicized visit of
2 delegation headed by the Ontario home
defense cabiset minister and 30 police of-
ficers to Isracl. The delegation members
were introduced o Israeli security and
anti crime and ani terrorist technolog
Approaches were also made in the field
of space technology. Two years ago the
president of the Canadian Space Ager
isited rael, accompaied by a space in-
dustry delegation, asssted and sttended
by the commerce attaché.
Raising funds for Isracli industry

‘Raising investments for srael was one o
my top priorities as commerce attaché
Ephraim notes, and takes pride in having
realized the goals he set when arriving
n Toronto. The sttaché helped orgasize
o conferences in Toronto and Montreal
n which 8 Israel veture capital funds.
20 iovestors, and Canadian companies

and pension fands pasticipated. In June
2006 the rade delegation organized a
delegation of Canadian ivestors for the
anmsl conference of srael venture capic
tal funds, and only last mont, at the ini-
tative of the commerce attace, did a del
egation of 12 Canadian companies visi
Tozzel, headed by senior deputy director

erals of the nternationsl industry and

mmerce offices, fo examine invest-

ment opportusitie.
There are many more commercial and
business opportuzities in the pipelize
‘The Ontario government has just allo-
cated 3 million dollars for  joint R&D
Sund, and Israel s about to follow s,
A commercial agreement will be signed
this month between Lrael and Quebec,
and in the future with Manitoba and
‘Alberta. Two important economic confer-
ences will be held in srael this autums,
one attended by the prime minister, 2nd
the other dedicated to the environmert.
Canadian cabinet ministers and business-

men have been invited to both confr-
ences. With next year in sight, acivity
s underway with the organization of
Canadian municipal authorites t in-
Vite representatives (0 a conference on
water and the environment. Two weeks
ago Ephraim met with the mayor of
Toronto, David Mille, to promote the
nitiative to arrange a viit of 2 Toronto
delegation to Iracl

The Jewish Federation wins praises
Stom Ephraim for the assistance it has
proffered, and for its overt and covert
promotion of trade with lsracl. The
Jewish Federation assembly two years
ago allocated space for au exhibition
of Isracli products, i order o advance
sales in Canada. Ephraim hes bigh
bopes for the Canada-lsrael Chamber
of Commerce, which is acting to devel-
op fies between companies and iden-
tify business opportunities

The Wife at his Side - Aricla
Shoham

Ariela s ending her tenure a5 representa-
tive of the Tsrael defense ministry’s
habilitation department, and responsible
for dealing with Lsraels versus the IDF
induction center. She considers her as-
sistance to those in need of crossing the

bureaucrati mire, a gracious mission.
Ariels Shobams experience in Toronto

helped maintain contact with
her conversation with “Shaloms Toronto’
Ariel praises the outgoing Tsraeli Consul
General, Kobby Brosh, who initsted the
‘position she is about to complete.

Her position required Ariela to treat IDF
invalid soldiers, and families of fallen
soldiers and terrorist victims. As offi-
cial representative of the rebabilitation
department, and aware of bureaueracy
she was well positioned to assist sraelis
residing in Canada receive grants, and
special medical treatment.

State of ‘Israel’
Banned from

Canadian Passports

federal policy that bans Canadians from

lsting Jerusalem, Isael, as their birth-
place on their passports does not violate
the Charter of Rights, the Federal Court of
Appeal says. A thres-judge panel has ruled
that the Canadian governmen i not required
to allow 19-year-old Eliyahm Veffer, the son
of a Toronto rabbi,to change his passport to
show that the city is part of Irael.

Mr. Veffer has not been discriminated
against in that his human dignity has not
been nvaded.” the judges wrote. “Mr. Veffer
still maintains the freedom to express his
fath and his subjectively held views a5 o the

status of Jerusalem, he is just not able to do
5o in his Canadian passport

‘The appeal courtalso wrote that the Canadien
‘passport is 1o more than a fravel document
showing proof ofcitizenship and “there s 10
evidence that the absence of a country name
beside Jerusalem hinders bis abilty to ravel
‘The ruling, which concludes that any impact
onMr. Veffer's religious freedom i “negligi-
ble.” notes that Canada's refusal to recognize
that Jerusalem is part of Isrel is consistent
with the position of the United Nations.

[ Correction

Councillor Alan Shefnan wishes to point out that Organic (Green bin) collection will take place weekly along with

blue boxes. Garbage will be collected every other waek, and not as we stated in last week’s edition.

We thank Mr. Shefman for his vigilance.
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